
✦Intro:  A few years ago, in celebration of our 25th wedding anniversary we 
decided to go to Mexico, and splash in the surf of the Riviera Mia.  This is 

always a struggle for a pair raised by thrifty parents, and of Dutch ethnic 
background.  Legend has it that copper wire was invented by two 

Dutchmen fighting over a penny.  And if youʼve ever known this variety of 
Godʼs creature, you might nod understandingly.  In my ancestry, we are 

frugal, careful, and possibly even... cheap.
✦  Imagine then, the dilemma of choosing between an all inclusive resort 

and a regular resort.  Both cost money, the biggest drawback of this kind of 
entertainment. One lavishes upon you more than you need, creating guilt in 

the sensitive heart over waste, either of the funds, or of the foods 
unneeded.  The other, while being potentially less wasteful, lacks the 

significant pleasure of getting more bang for every tight fisted buck.  A good 
dutchmen knows itʼs nearly a venial sin to pass up a good deal!  When gas 

prices fall, for example, itʼs been known to cross our minds that perhaps we 
should drain the tank out on the ground so as to fill up at a better deal!
✦  Well, long story short, we were saved from the guilt and pressure when 
an angel appeared and ordered us to indulge in the all inclusive package.  

Iʼll remember for the rest of my life arriving at the hotel at the odd hour of 
2:31pm and walking past a grill by the pool upon which were sizzling 

several T-bone steaks.  Guessing correctly, I asked if I might have one of 
those gifts of heaven, right then, at that odd hour, in that casual setting 

apart from the linen-set, fine-dinning establishments where T-bones usually 
gather.  Ah, the beauty of it all. The love.  The all-inclusive nature.
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✦I tell you that story merely to set up this first and important truth of our test 
about the supreme nature of Christ.
✦1.  Christ is the all-inclusive God.   Itʼs a simple statement that 
demands some attention.  
✦A. Background:  So far in Colossians we have discovered that “God is 
great and his praise fills the earth, fills the heavens.”  And his plan in 

history, like his universe, is much larger in scope that we can imagine.  
✦Just at the galaxies are mind shattering is size, so is his 

compassion for mankind mind shattering in size.
✦First we discovered that Christ is the Optimus Prime; the main 

event, the best, highest. The one who created all, owns all, is before 
all.  Here we also learn that God is the one who loves all. God has 

not only set his heart on one planet, and one species, but he has 
thoroughly set his heart on the whole tribe!

✦Paul here is writing to Colossian gentiles.  These are not Israelites, 
Hebrews, or even Jews.  All through history God has heretofore operated 

through a chosen people, Godʼs people. Now mystery of mysteries, God 
steps out into the crowds to step into people, other people, gentiles, 

“ethne” (we get the English “ethnic” from that term).
✦“the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, 

but is now disclosed to the saints. To them God has chosen to make 
known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which 

is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:26, 27, NIV.
✦...the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other 

generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to Godʼs holy 
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apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through the gospel the 
Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one 

body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 
3:4-6, NIV.

✦B. Quickly, a few things we donʼt mean by Christ being all-inclusive: 
✦1) That Christ loves all does not mean everyone automatically is 

saved.  This is called universalism and many religions espouse it.  
✦Hereʼs an example.  Some read the following and assume it means 

everyone is automatically saved.
✦“Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was 

condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of 
righteousness was justification that brings life for all men.” 

Romans 5:18, NIV.
✦When the scriptures say that Christ died for all men, it is not 

teaching us that Christ has given the gift of salvation to all men 
without exception, but that he has given the gift of salvation to all men 

without distinction.  That is, Jewish people, Hindu people, Brazilian 
people, American people.  Godʼs plan goes far beyond “us four and 

no more!”
✦2) That Christ loves all does not mean that anything goes.  We call 

this antimonianism (“against” + “law”).  God freely offers life and 
forgiveness.  But that does not mean that sin does not matter, or that 

behavior is of no consequence in the world, or that we are free to do 
whatever we want without concern of repercussion.
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✦3) That Christ loves all does not mean that every viewpoint or 
orientation or faith position is legitimate.  We call this relativism and 

itʼs a dominant viewpoint in modern America.  Equal rights for all, 
equal toleration of all, is mistakenly equated with equal validity of all 

views, or habits.  This is not true.  While you are free not to believe in 
chemical equations, this in no way negates their truth.  Sodium plus 

Chloride gives you salt, no matter what your believe.  Same is true in 
the spiritual and moral realm.

✦That Christ loves all means his love is far broader than the limited way 
most people view other people.  We tend to draw lines of separation.  But...
✦2. Christ wants me to see potential in every soul.
✦A.  Just observe human nature.  In the mall people tend to stand in 

crowds near people that look like they look.  People tend to think that their 
ethnic background is the “normal” one.  Taken to extremes we get Nazi 

Germany that wanted to rid the world of all but white, aryan europeans.  Let 
me ask you a few questions:

✦How do you feel when the male teller at the counter has gothic eye-
liner, mohawk blue hair, and those huge sagging ear-stretching 

discs?  
✦How do you feel when youʼre in line amid 3-4 folks wearing a lot of 

Harley-Davidson garb and little do-rags on their heads?
✦If youʼre that kind of person, how do YOU feel around people in 

suits? 
✦How do you feel when everyone in the clinic appears to be from 

India? Do you wonder “where are all the white doctors?”?
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✦You see, it is fallen human nature to separate from those not exactly like 
ourselves.  But it is not Christian nature.

✦A man was marooned on a desert island and lived there several 
years.  When he was finally found his rescuers noticed three thatched 

buildings on the island, one smaller, and two larger.  Still, there were 
no other people there so they inquired as to what those buildings 

were.  “Well, said the man, “That small one is my house.  That large 
one is my church.  And that other large one is the church I used to go 

to.”
✦I would like to remind us that it is in fact the Christian mindset that gave 

birth to a land of freedom such as these United States.  Thatʼs because it is 
the mind of Christ that sees beauty and potential in all men, all kinds of 

people. But do not pretend to hope that a government will fulfill this well.  It 
is the Church of all institutions that should look like the true melting pot of 

nations. Not the melting pot of religions for as Paul clearly shows us, Christ 
is Creator, Christ is supreme, Christ is all the fulness of God.  But Christ is 

seeking all people.
✦Note verse 28:  listen to it in literal greek: “We proclaim him, 

admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so 
that we may present every man perfect in Christ.”  

✦B.  If any people should be diverse of ethnic backgrounds, it is the 
Church. If any group should not be troubled by people of different color, it is 

the Church. If any should make friends of foreigners, it is the Church.  If 
any should be able to befriend people of other churches, it is the Church! 

Of all groups on earth the most inclusive ought to be the family of God.
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✦Believe it or not, I have run into people who claim the name of 
Christ, and who at the same time claim their denomination is the only 

saved group, and that not everyone in their denomination gets to be 
saved but only those special ones who receive a certain vision!
✦Sounds very much like the culture of Colossae.  In the first century 
there was a certain popularity to what have been called the “mystery 

religions”.  Such faiths placed high emphasis on having special 
revelations, secret knowledge that only a few could gain, etc. There 

were always the elite few, the special elders who could know, or the 
higher ups that had had the vision or achieved transcendence. In fact 

“ages and generations” (v26) were terms used to refer to this higher 
beings, or people who knew the “mysteries”.  

✦It was then, and even now among some, as though God is not with, or for, 
or in the average man.
✦That brings me to one more thing...
✦3.  Christ wants to live in me.
✦This is perhaps the most radical, or jarring truth of Christianity.  God 
wants to abide, to hang out with, to linger among, be found in –humans.

✦No, the rocks and trees are not part God.
✦No, the Bear is not our Brother.
✦No, not even angels or spirit powers have been allotted this great 

privilege. Humankind.  This is the mystery!  You can be a walking temple of 

the Holy God.
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✦“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ 
lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20, NIV.
✦Paul does not imagine Christ it live in his heart as though Christ is a 

pleasant memory we carry with us.  Paul does not suggest that Christ will 
be in our hearts like lovers pledge to be the case when they are separated 

by dire circumstance.  Paul speaks as if thereʼs a spirit being residing in our 
spirit/being that traverses this globe along with our bodies!  Are you hearing 

this? 
✦Nobody is too far gone.  No one is of the wrong nation.  You are not 

beyond reach.  You are not the wrong type.  Mystery of mysteries, the 
Creator, the Optimus Prime of all the universe wants to dwell inside you.  

To talk to your spirit, to convict, to guide, to commend, to show.  
✦B.  But I wonder if we really realize what this is all about.  Iʼd like to 

challenge you to wonder this week what if means to say “Christ in me, the 
hope of glory.”  To prod your thinking Iʼd like you to see a short clip

✦[play: Live in Me, by onetimeblind]
✦Conclusion: I remember something else from the all-inclusive resort we 

went to a few years back:  I was laying on the beach, under a thatched 
umbrella constructed from palm leaves, marveling at the beautiful turquoise 

color of the ocean when along came a young man dressed in black and 
white with a tray.  He politely asked if he could get me anything.  Know 

what I thought in my head?  “No way! Really?  This is amazing.  Maybe this 
is what glory is like.  Maybe in heaven we all serve each other happily in 

beautiful places, because of the grace of God who loves humans with such 
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abandon that he actually walks and talks in a visible presence with each 
moment by moment in all-inclusive ways.
✦So I said to the waiter, “Banana Daiquiri and speed it up, buddy.” (not 
really :-))  But Iʼm sure in glory itʼs even better than the Riviera Mia.  And Im 

sure in glory there are gentiles, and Mexicans, and possibly even Dutch 
people.  And Im sure in glory the love is pretty lavish and no one feels the 

lesser than another.  Because thatʼs how it is where ever Christ is dwelling.
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